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Public Hearing Date: Monday, January 28th, 2013
Committee: Gun Violence Prevention Working Group
Location: Legislative Office Building Room 2C

Honored Senators and Representatives,

Thank you for receiving my testimony. What I offer is from the perspective of a
responsible, law-abiding citizen and participating member of society.

Firearms are mechanisms that are designed to do cone thing, and that is not to maim
or kill, but rather send a projectile. It is the intent and purpose of the individual that
wields this tool that determines what it is to do. In responsibie and lawful hands
this is a tool that does not do evil, but functions to protect the sanctity of life and
liberty. The existence of evil, distraught, and mentally deranged individuals should
not be cause to condition the rights and liberties of the just..nor restrict their means
to preserve their life.

When people with evil intent are determined to render harm upon the defenseless, a
magazine change after one, five, or five hundred rounds is effectively meaningless.
In contrast, an intrusion upon one’s abode requires the ability to respond with
overwhelming force to repel the assailants. When being awoken during the course
of an intrusion the dexterity required to change 2 magazine is diminished, added to
the stresses presented by the very nature of the situation, the requirement to
change a magazine after an arbitrarily determined amount of bullets will prove to be
a determining factor in the putcome.
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I would also like to point out the firearms at the heated hoart of those discussions
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are not, nor are they even sujtable to be, military firearms. They only have cosmetic
resemblance and offer some similar ergonomics. They are not f:t for a battlefield,
but they do provide the means to defend one’s self in a controlled manner that can

eliminate risk of collateral destruction.
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their self-evident rights. Without the utmost attention to guaranteeing all means for
personal protection, the safety of the public as a whole will suffer.

I pray that I am never in the situation that I have to act in such a manner to preserve
my life, that of my wife, or my son. Should that happen, I will have the unwavering
commitment to protect those lives, having the most effective tools at hand will
advance that effort. If [ had to select a single specific firearm to train my wife, with
the expectation of her having to protect her life and that of my son, it would be an
Armalite Rifle design, such as the AR-15.

With a rampant black market, restricting the legitimate market only affects
rightecus people. The focus needs to be on suitably sound checks ensuring one is in
no way disqualified and providing sufficiently stringent penaities for criminal
attempts to acquire firearms. Prosecute those that illegally traffic in firearms, and
those that use firearms in the commission of violent crime to the fullest extent of the
law. Pursue those that have been demonstrably negligent in preventing firearms
from being obtained by the disqualified.

Mental health intervention, criminal disqualifications, law-enforcement, and
prosecutorial efforts will be the only means by which will solve the problems we
face as a society. Diminishing the exercise of a right will prove to be detrimental.

Best regards,
Jason Tetlow
Portland, CT 06480



